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Experiments enjoy a rich tradition in economics and political science. This also holds 
true for the analysis of conflict. However, most social scientific research has not been 
sufficiently cumulative, as the workhorse models on which the experiments are based 
differ greatly across disciplines. In economics, the analytical frameworks employed 
are mainly contest models and public good games, while political scientists largely 
rely on crisis bargaining and deterrence models. This seminar, co-taught by an 
economist and a political scientist, will bring these two strands of literature together 
and lead to the development of joint experiments. Students will be encouraged to 
participate in the preparation of the experiments and the articles that will be written 
based on them. 
 
Participants are expected to summarize the literature on a specific game in a 
presentation to the entire class and to participate in designing novel experiments. 
They will write a paper which reflects their participation in the design and conduct of 
the conflict experiments. 
 
We will open the seminar to two advanced Master’s students from both economics 
and political science. In order to participate, please confirm your interest in 
participating in this class until March 29, 2012, through a letter to both seminar 
leaders. 
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Type of Exam: presentation / research paper. 
 
Time and room to be announced. 


